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| Laton-Stone, Nov. 8, 1764. 
Reverend and Dear Sir, TS 
" Have never yet had an Opportunity of fully 
laying before you, the Reaſons of my coming, 
to reſide at this Place, and the Nature of my 
Employment here, which I will now take the 
Liberty to do. - | "ES 
Dux xo my former Abode among this People, 
they were often laid on my Mind in Prayer, and 
ae A3 | I was 


1 


T was often greatly comforted, by an Hope, that | 
they would one Day hear and receive the Goſpel. 


| REmovinG from theſe Parts in February, 
1761, thoſe Thoughts were taken from me, for 
a Seaſon: But after a Year and an half, being 
providentially called to return-hither, the ſame 
Thoughts returned into my Mind, Yet I could 
not eaſily conſent to leave London, till I had, 
with my Friend, laid it before the Lox D; being 
fully perſuaded, that if it was of Gop, he 


would make plain Paths for our Feet. 


Soon after, many outward Providences con- 
firmed us, in our Belief, that it was God's 
Appointment. His Spirit alſo ſhone clearer upon 
our Souls, and convinced us, it was a Crofs 
which he called us to take up, One Day in 
particular, when my Friend and I were laying 


it before him in Prayer, he condeſcended to 


afſure her, that he would not ſend us a Warfare 
at our awn+ Charges, I thought, Let u, my 
Loxůp be angry, and I will aſt yet one Sign 


more. This was the. ſettling of an Affair, 


which ſeemed to Man impoſſible. And it 
was ſettled within a few Days. O Gop, who 
can ftay thy Hand? + | 

Bur no ſooner was my Deſign mentioned 
to others, than it was vehemently oppoſed, 


One in particular charged me not to go, ſaying, 
« It was all a Scheme of the Devil.” Either. 


that Night, or the next, I dreamed I was at 
Laton-Stone, and a great Number of all Sorts of 
People about me. 1 was preſt in Spirit to ſpeak 
to them; but being pained at the Appearance 


of many gay ones among them, I faid, in the: 


Anguiſh 


1 
Anguiſh of my Soul, * Loxp, what do 1 here 
among this People? Immediately I thought 
Jesus came down, and ſtood juſt before me. 
The Brightneſs of his Preſence ſo overcame 
me, that there was no Strength left in me. He 
ſaid, „ will ſend you to a People, that are not 
« People; and I will go with you: Bring 
© them unto me, I will lay my hand upon 
* them, and heal them: Fear not; only be- 
« lieve,” He then diſappeared, leaving me quite 
penetrated with his Preſence. and his Words. 
After having wept ſome Time, I thought I 
told the People what the Loxp had. ſaid; 
About half ſeemed ſerious and attentive, and: 
deſirous of being ſeparated from the reſt. I 
thought I was to find them a Place to meet in: 
In order to which, I was obliged to walk over a 
Floor no thicker. than a Wafer: However, I 
went over, and not a Splinter gave Way under 
my Feet. Soon after I awoke with theſe Words. 
© The Mouth of the Lord hath ſpoken it.“ 


Ovr Fears were now removed, and on March: 
24, 1763, we came to this Houfe, in obedience 
to what we believed the Will of our heavenly: 
Father. We came, truſting in him ; and, bleſſed. 
be Gop, we have not truſted him in vain. 


FroM the firſt Hour we found his Preſence: 
with us, but did not ſee, for what End we were 
come. We therefore tod ſtill to ſee his Sal- 
uation, Mean Time we determined, To live 
by Rule in every Thing: And in order to ſup- 
ply the Want of the Public Means, from. which 
we were in great Meaſure cut off, we agreed 
to ſpend an Hour every Evening, Patt in read- 
ing to the Family, and Part in priyate Prayer. 
| A.4. | The 
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The firſt Book we read was, „ The Rebuke to 
% Backſliders, and Spur to Loiterers.” And 


Glory be to Gop, our Meeting has hitherto 
never been in vain, 


Ix about a Week, a poor Woman whom I had 
formerly talked with, coming to aſk Charity, 
deſited to know, if ſhe might not come when 
we went to Prayers? I told her, She might at 
Teven in the Evening. She did fo, as did two 
or three more ſoon after. We then appointed 
them to come on Thurſday Nights. In a little 
Time they were increaſed to above Twenty. 
We now thought it beſt, To talk with them, 
and that as cloſely as we could. Some were 
quickly offended and came no more. Some ap- 
peared to be convinced of Sin. Theſe we de- 
fired to come to us on Tueſday Nights; and the 
ſecond Time we met, two of them found Peace 
with Gov. 


A LITTLE before this, we judged the Time 
was come to have Public Preaching here. This 
was a cloſe Trial to Me, ' ſuch as few can 
conceive, unleſs they have been in the ſame 
Situation, But I knew, whoſoever would not 
faxſake all, could not be CnrisT's Diſciple; 
Seeing He had ſaid, If any Man love Father 
or Mather more than me, he is not worthy of me, 


Wr then applied to you, and the next Sun- 
day, May the 25th, Mr. Murlin preached the 
- firſt Sermon. This continued every other Sun- 
day, though not without conſiderable A a 
In November, Mr. Morgan received twenty-five 
into the Society, and divided them into tWwͤ 
£907 « 61 Claſſes, 
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Claſſes. - Ah Lord ! How many of theſe ſhall 
I meet in the Reſurrection of the Juſt! 


Bur a new Scene now o nod, The Reaſons 
on which I proceeded, I will lay before you as 
n as I can, | | 


From a child 1 have ever believed, Gop had 
appointed me for ſome Work, in which I ſhould 
be much bleſt if I was faithful; but that if I 
took up with.any Thing leſs than I was called 
to, I ſhould only be ſaved as by Fire. Often 
have I panted after an Outward, as well as In- 
ward, Conformity to the Will of Gop ; greatly 
defiring to live as the firſt Chriſtians did, when 
all that believed were of one Soul, and counted 
not ary of the Things they poſſeſſed their own. 
But I ſaw the: Time was not yet come; yet 
I could not but believe, in your ay ſomething 
of this Kind would be. 


Warren I was about Seventeen, the Lord 
was pleaſed to ſhew me, that I was not to build 
Tabernacles here. For none of thoſe ways I 
had cut out for myſelf, were ſuch as He had 
appointed for me. I can't better deſcribe wi 
I then felt, than by ne Part of a Letter . 
to a Friend, 


TRE Lokp has . merciful above all I 
« can aſk or think. I found a greater Blefling 
„the laſt Time I was in Town than ever.” 
—And within this Day or two, I ſee much 
more clearly the Way in which I ought to 
walk. The Lorp ſeems to call me to much 
more Activeneſs, ſo that l am ſometimes ready to 
cry out, Lozp, what would'ſt thou have me to 

A 5 do!“ 
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« do?” Then I conſider'd, Can I do more for 
the Souls or Bodies of thoſe about me? But this 
does not ſeem to be the Thing. What I am 
now led to wiſh for is, To ſerve thoſe that are in 
CHRIsT, both with Soul and Body. And as 
Joon as the Lokp has prepared me for his 
Work, and ſet me at Liberty, my firm Reſo- 
Jution is, by the Grace of Gov, to be wholly 
given up to the Church. I plainly ſee, I have 
no more to do with the World, than to allow 
myſelf the bare Neceffaries of Life. And tho? 
it has pleafed Gor, I ſhould not have my Livin 
to work for, That is no Reafon my Hands ſhould 
be idle. I would be as thoſe deſcribed by St. Paul, 
10 bring up Children, to lodge Strangers, to be 
ready for the meaneft Offices, to relizve the 
Micted, to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows, and 
diligently follow after every good Work. 


Epping Foreſt, May 23, 1757. 


T nave ever fince found the ſame Impreſſions 
on my Soul; and when we came to this Houſe, 
J felt a Kind of Reſt I did not before, as if I 
was where GoD would have me to be. But 
one Day refleing, that we had more Room 
than we wanted, and thinking, whom I ſhould 
take in to fill it, it was ſtrongly impreſt upon 
my Mind, He that believeth ſhall not make 
Hafte. Not long after, the Thought of bringing 
»þ Children returned. But I was afraid of 
making Haſte; *till it appeared from many Rea- 
ſons to be the Will of Gor, that we ſhould 
take in one that offered. Soon after we were 
induced to receive another, and preſently two 
more. I now ſaw our Family would be an in- 
Fe cr2aſivg 
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ereaſing one; as we could not bring up even 
\ theſe Children properly, without a Perſon whoſe 
conſtant Buſineſs it ſhould be, to teach them 
during the School-hours. For it was impoflible 
we ſhould do it long, while we were neceſſarily 
employed in ſo 45 other Things. I knew 
this, and the other Expences which- muſt at- 
tend the keeping fix or ſeven Children, would 
require an Hundred a Year more than I had. 
But I remembred again, The Loxp l[veth, and 
truly hitherio he - hath helped us. 


Ovur Method of educating our Children is 
this. As our Deſign is to fit them for good 
| Seivants, we endeavour as early as poſlible, to 
| inure them to Labour, Early-Riſing and Clean- 
1 lineſs. We have now eleven. Three of theſe, | 
(two of whom are eleven Years old, the other . 
between nine and ten) riſe at Four. One lights 
the Nurſery Fire, one mine, the other, that 
below. At Five, the reſt of the Family are 
called. And when the Children are dreſt and 
have prayed, they go (in Summer) in the Garden 
from Six *till half an Hour after, while the 
bigger ones make the Beds, and clean the Rooms. 
At half Hour after Six we all join in Family 
Prayer: At Seven breakfaſt in the ſame Room:; 
two or three upon Herb Tea, the reſt upon Milk- 
porridge. At Eight, the Bell rings for School, 
where they continue *till 'T'welve ; and then af- 
1 ter a few Minutes ſpent in Prayer, come to us. 
| In Winter, this is their Hour for . Exerciſe, 
| inſtead of the Morning and Evening. In hot 
Weather we read to them ſomething they are 
pleaſed with, or converſe familiarly, fo as (with- 
out ſeeming to aim at it) to inſti] into them | 
Principles of Religion, at the ſame Time 
1 A 6 giving. 
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giving them ſome. Kind of Employ, which is 
rather Amuſement than Buſineſs: Yet it juſt 
takes off the Appearance of Idleneſs. F or, 
from the very Beginning, they have been care- 
fully taught, never to do any Thing, but what 
they could give Gop a Reaſon for. On this 
Account we never uſe the Term Play, nor 
ſuffer any to give them thoſe Toys or Play- 
things, which Children are uſually brought up 
to ſpend half their Time in. And when ſome 
of theſe were privately given, they threw them 
aſide without any bidding. Their Recreation 
conſiſts in diverſifying their Buſineſs, which is 
varied even during their School-Hours. Only 
the very little ones now and then run in the Gar- 
den for a quarter of an Hour; but till with a 
Degree of Seriouſneſs; and they know it is 
for their Health. At One we dine: At Two 
School begins again, except on Saturdays, At 
Five they return to us. About Six they ſup, 
At half after Six they begin to be waſhed, and 
- at Seven go to Bed. Indeed in Summer their 
Supper is ſooner, ſo that they have an Hour 


with us in the Garden. During this Time they 


are all employed, ſome in watering, others in 
fetching the Water, the reſt in pumping. And 
Work of this Kind they are all very fond of. 


Bur O! whata Want of Wifdom do I find! 
I fee in Them, what I cannot put in Practice. 
J want the Children not to be a Moment from 
under the Fye and the Attention of ſome judici- 


ous Perſon : So that if the eleven Children were - 


at Work in ſo many different Parts of the Gar- 
den, one might obſerve, that each works di- 
ligentiy. For Sloth in Temporals always pro- 
duces Sloth in Spirituals. Vet at the ſame 


Time 
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Time their Work muſt not be made à Taſts 
for then it would not anſwer the End. Again, 
their Thoughts all the Day long will naturally 
tend to Evil. And their Words will be trifling. 
To bid them do otherwiſe, avails no more, than 
to bid the Blackamoor be white. And to re- 
prove them continually, would be a Burden 

reater than they could bear. But if by little 
| $69 and Hints, their Minds could be inſenſibly 
drawn to better Subjects, they would be at 
length brought to remember, That God is pre- 
ſent, and is looking upon them every Moment, 
When I conſider this, and many more Things, 
which I ſee afar off, but cannot bring to effect, 
I am conſtrained to ſay, O Lorp! I am 
„not yet throughly furniſhed to every good Work.” . 


SOME may ſay, ** This is worldly Wiſdom, - 
© not Goſpel Simplicity. And after all you 
& cannot change their Hearts.” Moſt certain. 
But hath not Gop ſaid, Train up a Child. in 
the Way it ſhould go? Now I think true Sim- 
plicity is to obey Gop, and leave the Conſe- 
quence to him. 


AND we have already Reaſon to believe, our 
Labour has not been in vain. There are Dawn- 
ings of Grace in moſt of the Children. Some 


of them Gop was pleaſed to bleſs in a particular 


Manner, on the 7th of June laft. In the 
Evening, Betty L——, about ten Years old, 
was much concerned for one of the little ones, 
who had ſtole ſomething. When they went to 
Bed, not knowing they were overheard, the 

began to converſe freely; and Betty L— faid, 
« Let us go to Prayer for H—s Soul.” She 
then prayed in a very affecting Manner. A 
War 


1 14 J 


wards one about eight 
for H, and added, Lonp, don't let us fo 
« think of her Sin, as to forget our own. 
% Loxp, don't let us laugh and trifle, and talk 
«« of fooliſh Things when we come off our 
4% Knees, but make us Chriftians.” One of 
them then thanked Gop, for their «* 

Corrections, and Teaching, and ſaid Lok p, 


« if we are not Chriſtians, we ſhall be more 


« puniſhed than others.“ When they had 
done, Nancy Tripp went in to-undrefs them. She 
firſt went to Prayer with them as ufual, and 
the Spirit of Conviction fell on Betty Lo—— 
in a very uncommon Manner. We came up 
and found her in an exceeding great Agony : She 
was the very Picture of Terror. The Veins of 
her Neck were as if they would burſt. She 
wrung her Hands, and cried with a bitter Cry, 
« O my Sins!” I believe more than an hun- 
dred Times. She then broke out into ſuch a 
Confeflion of her Original Sin, and Heart Sins, 
as was quite aſtoniſhing: Adding, O! I 
« have never done any Thing for Thee in my 
« whole Life. I have broke all thy Laws, I 
& have kept the Devil's Commandments; I 
have kept none of thy Commandments. May 
« ſuch a Wretch come to the Lorp? Wilt 
„ thou receive me? Wilt thou pardon me? 
« Wilt thou make me a Chriſtian? Tell me, 
„ Lok p, ſhall I go to Heaven or Hell ? Shall I 
& oo to Heaven or Hell, Lox? O tell mel 
« Shall I go to Heaven or Hell? Wilt thou 
make me a Chriſtian? Wilt thou forgive 
% me?” She then pauſed a little, and added, 
% But wilt thou, Lord ? Yes, he will, he will. 
« But wilt thou LoR D? Yes, thou wilt, thou 
wilt.“ Mr. Dornford then gave out an 3 

wk he 


prayed, pleading much 


- 
— 
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| She now ſeemed quite calm: The Horror which 


before appeared in her Countenance was gone, 
and had leſt a ſweet Smile. Her Attention 
ſeemed quite fixt. And after remaining ſome 
Time with her Eyes upward, ſhe ſaid, fesus 


„ is ſmiling upon me.” She had at the ſame 
Time a Sight of him as upon the Croſs, faying, 
«« have pardoned all your Sins; and if you. 


«« pray, I will give you abundant Love.” After 


ſhe had fat ſilent a while, ſhe broke out, „ 0 


* what a ſweet Saviour he is | He has forgiven 
% me all my Sins— All, all. Loxp, thou 
© wilt, thou haſt forgiven me.—0 let them be 
« perfectly forgiven! But ſhall I ever fin a- 
«© gain, LoRD? O don't let me fin again.” Some 
< Time after, ſhe ſaid, O what 4 ſweet Sa- 
% yxoUR thou art! What fweet Love is thine! 


O more ſuch Love, moreſuch Love as thine ! 


« But don't let me fm 


_— Fill me with 
Love that I may never 


n again!“ 


Tuts Scene was ſtriking: But it was no⸗ 
thing to the Change that followed. She was 
of a far worfe natural Temper, than any of 
the Children: But now it might in deed be faid, 
« Love made her willing Heart in ſwift: Obe 
« dience move.“ So great was the Change 
both in Will and Underttanding, as plainly de- 
clared the Hand that wrought it. 6-198 


We ſometimes hope, ſeveral of them will 
chuſe to be entirely devoted to Gop. If ſo, 
may continue together when they grow up, 
each following ſuch an Employment as ſhe is 
fit for, and all throwing the Produce of their La- 
bour into a common Stock. And may not 
Go be pleaſed to call ſome young Women; 
. 1 . N not 
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not brought up with us, who have a Deſire to 
devote themſelves wholly to Gon, to caſt in 


their Lot with us? Perhaps ſome who do not 
want, may be glad to get out of the Hurry 
of the World, at leaſt for a Seaſon, that the 


tender Flame may not be put out, nor any un- 


hallowed Fires mix with it. How much is ſome 


thing of this Kind wanted? A Place of Refuge 


for the Weak and Unexperienced ? How often 
do we ſee thoſe who are juſt ſetting out in the 
good Way, either wholly turned aſide, or at leaſt 


perſuaded to take up with a lower Way, than 


the Spirit of Gop at firſt pointed out? 


Bor if ever this Deſign be brought to 
Perfection, it is Gop only that muſt chuſe the 
Perſons, and bring us together, as it is he only 
that maketh Men to be of one Mind in an Houſe. 
And whoſoever comes to us, muſt defire to be 
conformed to their crucified Head. We can 
promiſe them only Poverty, Labour and Sor- 
vito, the inward and outward Croſs. But when 
they embrace this with their whole Hearts, 
they. aſſuredly experience, that in Poverty is 
Riches, in Labour Eaſe, and in Sorrow con- 
fant Rejoicing. | | 


Al this is in the Hand of my Gop, as alſo 
another Thought I had, concerning aged Wi- 
dows. But ſo exceeding great is his Faith- 
fulneſs, that I know not how to deſpair of any 
| thing, A few of the many Inſtances | hereof, 


Which we have received, you muſt give me 


ave to mention, 


5 I nave been always led, fince I had any 
Work of Gop upon my Soul, to walk by Faith 
| — 
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in outward things as well as inward. Hence 
I have frequently, when an Object of Diſtreſs 
preſented, gone beyond my Income, believing 
Gor would make it up in the Time of Need. 
In this Confidence, I received four or five more 
Children, though I had nothing in Hand, and 
more Bedding and Cloaths were to be bought - 
immediately, For this we wanted two Guineas 

directly. * Friends ſending us Word, they 
would call on ſuch a Day; my Friend prayed, 


That Gop would put it into their Hearts to 


help us. They came, and one of them put 
two Guineas into my Hand. We praiſed the 
Lo, and received it as a Token for God. 


Soo after we were adviſed to put up a poor 
Box. I found great Reluctance to it, which 
convinced me, it requires leſs Grace in ſome 
Caſes, to give than to reetive. However, lay- 
ing it before the Lob in Prayer, 1 ſaw it was 
his Will, and conſented. So on Tre/day, Febru- 
ary 1, it was put up in the-Pallage-room, with 


this Inſeription, “ For the Maintenance of a 1 
„ few poor Orphans, that they may be brought. 


„up in the Fear of the LoRD.“ A few Days 
after we took out 2s. 7d. but no more for a 
great while. During this Time we were much 

raitened, not having the Nurſery furniſhed, nor 
balf the Neceſſaries for the Children. It was 
now ſtrongly ſuggeſted, „Lou ſee you have 
„done wrong, and Gop will not help you 
% any more.“ But having recourſe to Prayer, 
our Faith was ſtrength endet. 


| Soon after, the following Thought was much 
impreſt on my Mind. If CHRIST was now 
C49 3 a | upon 
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upon Earth, and in want of Food and Rai- 


ment, ſhould I be afraid to give him mine, 


leſt I ſhould want it myſelf ? Should I not 
rather ſay, Let all I have be offered, for the 
„ Neceffities of my Lokp. He is well able 
* to repay it, and if he is not, then let us 
« want. together.” I ſaw, the Caſe with the 
Children was the ſame, and that what was done 
to one of theſe, was done to kim, A Light broke 
in uporf my Mind which quite ſatisfied me, 
and conſtrained me to ſay, Lok, thy Word 
is enough, thou haſt ſaid, Love one another, 
% as 1 have loved you: Let their Vants be 
© mine, my Subſtance theirs.” 


Wx were now not only in want of the Things 
above-mentioned, but of Money to keep the 
Houſe. Juſt then a Guinea was put into the 
Box, and ſoon after, another: In a few Days 
one brought us thirty Shillings, ſay ing, Fear 
s not: only believe.” About the ſame Time we 


received four Guineas from another Hand; 


which helped us through that - Quarter. To 
avoid Tediouſneſs, IL paſs over many other Helps 
which we received from Time to Time; con- 
fining myſelf to thoſe wherein the Hand of the 
Lonp is more eminently to be obſerved. 


Sonn Time fince, being obliged to pay 4 
Sum of Money in a Day's Time, and bau- 


not. I tried another, and was diſappointed there 
alſo. Not knowing what to do, I went up 
Stairs and waited before the Lorn, telling him 
I would yet tr him and proiſe him. Open- 

ing 


none in the Houſe, nor any due, I at- 
' tempted to borrow it of a Friend, but cou'd 


— 
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Ing the laſt Volume of Sermons, I caſt my Eye 
on this Sentence, CnRisr charges bimſelf 
« with all our temporal Affairs, when we charge 
«© ourſelves with thoſe that relate to his Glo- | 
„ ry.” It was applied to my Heart with 
ſuch a Power, as I had very ſeldom felt. And 
ſuch a Senſe of the immediate Preſence of Gop 
ſeized my Soul as almoſt overwhelmed it. Q 
what a Freedom of Spirit did I feel ! I could 1 
truly ſay, | 


« All my Care on Thee is caſt.“ 5 | 


In the Evening, a Perſon deſired to ſpeak with 
me, and brought me a little above the Sum. 


In Spring we were again reduced to about 
one Penny, and expected a Hill of two or three 
Pounds to be brought in every Hour. We 
looked to the LorD, and found him again to 
be a preſent Help. For while we were con- 
ſulting what to do, a Baſket came which one 
had ſent us from London, with ſome Provi- 
ſions, and a little Parcel, in which were four 
Pounds, three Shillings and nine Pence. | 


In Auguſ we bad an Hour of Trial again. 
The Children being increaſed to Ten, we were 
in great Want of Linnen; but how to procure 
it for them we could not tell. I was unwilling 
to run farther in Debt, having already ſpent 
the two next Quarters before' they came in, 
nor was that enough to pay what was owing. 
And I had nothing in the Houſe. So we agreed 
to lay it before the Lord together. While 1 
was alone, it was violently ſuggeſted, « There 
« is ſo much of S in all you do, that Gon 

* | « is 


200 J 


c jg rather diſhonoured than glorified thereby.” 
J ſaid, « Lorn,:I am the Purchaſe of thy 
« Blood. I plead that only. And I believe thou 
« wilt not leave me, nor forſake me.“ After- 
wards 1 felt much Peace. Riſing from m 
Knees, I opened the Bible on the following 
Words, Acquaint thyſelf now with him, and be 
at Peace; thereby ſhalt good come unto thee. Then 
— the Almighty ſhall be thy Defence, and thou ſbalt 
have plenty e of Silver —Th:uu ſbalt alſo decree a thing, 
and it fhall be eſtabliſhed, 4 the Light Hall ſhine 
on thy Ways, 


I razr my Soul infiuncly ſtrengthened. 
And every Word was ſo opened and applied, 
that to this Day it ſeems new whenever 1 read 
it: Particularly that Promiſe, Thou ſhall decree 
a thing, and it | ſhall be eftabliſhed, and the Light 
Hall ſhine on thy Ways. Indeed the Whole ap- 


peared more full and ſtrong than 1 ee Wonts 5 


Seeder- In ee eee 2 200 
If EN” 2p LES | 
Two or three Day 8 e received. five: 
Guineas.; the ſame Day three more, and two 
from another Hand. In a little while we receiv- 
ed four more, with a Promiſe of the ſame yearly. 
O my Gop, who would not truſt thee? Who 
would not take thee at thy Word? 


” Pranars ſome will wonder, how one wks 


has ſo great an Income as I, can ever ex 
perience Want. But you know what | have. 
You. know. likewiſe, that before I took an? 

Children, I every Year ſpent more than my In- 
come, truſting that Gop would ſupply what was 


lackivg, Others may wonder at my preſent in- 
prudent 


L ax } 


prudent Way of proceeding; but I hum, in ben 
J have believed. Indeed had I ſought the Praiſe 
of Men, I ſhould have taken Care of myſelf ra- 
ther than of others. For I know, ſo long as 
thou dgſt well unto thyſelf, Men will leren well of 
thee. But we have choſe the Croſs for our Por- 
"ny and we _— give it We” n 


A FEW Days ſince havi ving pa bi the Week's 
Bill, my Friend ſaid, We have but a few 


te Spillings left. The Tueſday following I re- 

ceived two Letters. Opening one of them [ 

was a little ſurprized, to find a Guinea incloſed, 

with the following Lines fron one I had never 
converied with, 5 

Hex. Nu. s. LOI 18 

6c My dear Child, . > | 


wi much Pleaſure I head: of 


1 hi 
niable Defign, which 1 pray Gop to bleſs and 
ſucceed, Be never diſconmaged, though Divine 


Wiſdom - ſhould exereiſe you at Times, even 


with many, great and alarming Difficulties z 


For this is frequently the Way in which God | 


leads his Children, in order to improve their 
Faith and Patience. But even ſuppoſing he ſhould 
not ſucceed this Affair, — to your preſent 
Plan, yet be will never fail to blefs thoſe, who 
ſincerely endeavour to promote his Honour, the 


Kingdom of the Loxp N and "89 Good 
of Souls. | "IN 


« T.5eg1RE that you would accept of the In- 
cloſed, and that you would ſet me down as an an- 
nual Conttibutor of the ſame Sum. May the 

Lord Js deus Ser be with all of us: "Forget 
* 5 1 us | 
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— D Tam, with much Re- 
egard, | 


us not in 
ſpe and 
« Your very affectionate Friend.” 


Tuns Lines were bleſt to me, and- 


1 I found much Thankfulneſs. In the other Letter 


was another Guinea incloſed, with theſe few 
Words: I have felt your Barden, and ſhould. 
«* be thankful you had more Help. But per- 

« haps it is rather the Will of Gop con- 
<« cerning you, to give you Day by Day your 
<« Daily Bread. I pray him to be with 
The fame Night one brought half a Guinea from 

a Perſon unknown, who deſired to be ſet down 
' "as an annual Contributor of two Guineas, 


Wren a yearly Subſcription was firſt propoſ- 
ed, I was averſe to it, fearing it might give Of- 
fence, till a very particular Friend, mentioned 
2 few- of her Acquaintance, unknown to 

. Afterwards. I was convinced, it was of 
| uh It now amounts to about fourteen Pounds 


a Year, 


Ov Family at preſent conſiſts of ſixteen : 
Eleven Children, one e Teacher for them, one 
Servant, ourſelves, and one lame with the Palſy. 


Warn I look back to laſt Chriſtmas, I am 
aſtoniſhed at the Lovingkindneſs of my Gop ! 
What he hath done for us, and what * hath 
brought us through, I can eaſier bleſs him for, 
than repeat! One thing more I aſk of him: 
And in this alſo he will hear me,; That he 
would reſtore Sevenfold into the Boi of thoſe 
he has made helpful to vr, either by Prayer, by 
Word or "Me Deed. And if a Cup of cod Water 


4 is 


[ 23 J 
3s not forgotten before him, ſurely not one of 
theſe ſhall loſe their Reward. 


O Srx, we have ſo many Mercies, I know 
not how to leave off recounting them. Now 
I ſee that Defign of Gop, in joining Sifter R. 
n me together, It would have been impoſlible 
for me to have gone through my preſent Under- 
taking alone. know, I have neither Grace 
for he Spiritual, nor Capacity for the Lem- 
poral Part. It is therefore in the greateſt Ten- 
derneſs, that our LoRD has given her to us as a 
Mother. And I truſt, both this and every Bleſ- 
ſing, ſhall have the Effect which Gon . 
in it. 
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